
 

Student Centered Activity 

Progress Monitor Tracking Chart for 

Reading Words Per Minute 

 

 
 

This activity is a tool to promote student involvement in tracking their progress 

monitor scores.  As teachers progress monitor or benchmark test the students, 

this short activity allows the students to get involved in marking, tracking, and 

analyzing their scores. They can easily see their progress in a concrete manner 

and take some ownership. It allows students to see the importance of using 

fluency techniques when reading orally to their teacher to see their scores grow.  

 

 



 

Steps in Using Student Centered Progress Monitor Charts 

Teacher Preparation: 

1.  Create your own progress monitor sheet or find one provided by your 

district.  (Make sure #’s are appropriate for your student level) 

2. Enlarge the chart on an 8 ½ x 11 piece of paper or cardstock. (For ease in 

student use) 

3.  Write student name and their reading goal. (As determined by teacher) 

4. Highlight beginning, middle, and end year benchmark score spaces with a 

yellow highlighter. (To show distinction between benchmark and progress 

monitor scores.) 

5. Highlight on the line graph where the students year-end goal is located. 

(Draw a bull’s eye and highlight it with green.) 

6. Draw an aims line from the students beginning of the year score up to their 

bull’s eye and highlight this with green. 

7. Create a student score sheet to communicate the reading score to the 

student to use on their graph.  Student score sheets can be sent home for 

parent communication after used for graphing. 

8. Keep the graphs at school and send home at the end of the year. 

 

Student Involvement:      Estimated time-10 minutes once each month 

1.  Get a score sheet from your teacher.  These can be monthly or twice a 

month depending upon the district or teachers decision. 

2. Write your wpm score on the current month graph sheet. 

3. Go up to the graph and draw a dot each time a score sheet is given. 

4. Connect the dots with a pencil. 

5. If the line stays above the aims line, trace the line in green. 

6. If the line goes below the aims line, trace it in red. 

 



 

Fluency Teaching Strategies 

• Speak clearly 

• Stop at periods 

• Read with expression 

• Use word attack skills 

• Keep both hands on the page 

• Read the title first and think about what you might already know 

 

Examples of Questions for Discussion 

1.  Did your reading score go up or down? 

2. How much did your score go up or down? 

3. Why do you think your score went up or down? 

4. What can you do differently next time you read? 

5. What do you want to do the same next time you read? 

6. Are you happy with your progress? 

 

Examples of Student Observation Quotes: 

1. “I was sick last time I read and my nose was runny.” 

2. “I kept my fingers on my paper and didn’t lose my place.” 

3. “I would do better if I practiced more.” 

4. “I stopped at the word cousin and looked at it for a long time.” 

5. “I’m doing an awesome job.” 

 



Activity Rationale: It seems as though teachers, coaches, and administrators 

spend so much time looking at student data.  This gives the students an 

opportunity to become part of their data analysis. 

 

Attach student graph chart and student score sheet. 

 

 


